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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


TRANSCRIPT OF PRESS AND RAD IO N EWS BRIEFING, 

" "~~ " ~ WEDNEmY, Novr T4 t 1962 t 7:Q0pm 

MR* COX: Th^re were three sessions today. The 
morning sessions consisted of a. briex private talk 
between the President and the Chancellor, which concerned 
itsell primarily with a review of t.ie recent Cuban develop 
ments and a brief, informal assessment as to where we now 
stand in this. 

Q And what --I am sorry. 

A A b^ief, informal assessment as to 
uiiere we now tand in tne Cuban situation. 

The President and th Chancellor then joined a 
larger group for the main morning session. 

On the German side: The Chancellor, Foreign 
Minister Schroeder, Ambassador Knappstein. 

Wha;. i. his first name, please? 

A Heinr' .h. 

Q He is not a f, von ,! ,is ,e? 

A No . 

Q No; that is the ;ne exception. 

Q Yes, ; 

A I;r. Carsrens Karl with a n k n , 1 

• • I 

Unaer secretary of S ,a.e? ] 

A Sight, Weil; actual: th^ ti>ie given here j 
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IS State Secretary* ! : eai;rai Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
This is the official title. 

Q Yes. 

A Kari-Gueiitner von liase, the Chier of the-- 

Q That is again a "k" for Karl? 

A Yes, but the Karl-Guenther is hyphenated. 

Q With an umlaut? 

A I am not really sure. Klaus, you may be 
able to supply the umlaut; I don't have it here* I 
think it is "Gu^nther" and not M Gunther n . And Dr. 
Hans-Albert Reinkemeyer , Officer in Charge, Soviet Affairs 
of tiie German Foreign Office* 

On the American side: In additio: to the 

President, the Secretary of State, the Under Secretary, 
Ambassador Thompson, Ambassador Dowling-- 

Q Dowling is Waiter? 

h Waiter C. Dowling, Mr. McGeorge Bundy, an 
Mr. William Tyler, Assistant Secretary for European 
Affairs c 

Yes, 

A Tiie second session^ .? longer session, 
ccvered the periou Iron 11:00 a.m s zc 12:15 p\ i:\ ^ The 
talks were conducted in the usual cordial, irf^rmal, and 
busineslike manner, which has characterised vV^vious 
sessions with the Chancellor, The participants covered 
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a rather ,-ide range of subject natter, which included » 
^imong other thin w s: (1) a review of East-.<est relations; 
(2) assessment oi Soviet intentions-* 

Regarding Berlin, Cuba, what? 

A Just generally, Freddy, Worldwide, 
Q Yes. 

A (5) Berlin and Germany* - 
Q Yes. 

A (4) Cuba; (5) NATO matters, and (6) the 
China-j nc jj a situation* 

1 might point out here that in the second morning 
session, or the second part of the niorning .sssion, in the 
plenary, the President and the Chancellor covered much of 
;he same ground that was covered ^n their private conversa 
tion on principally Cuba, and at the plenary session the 
Chancellor and his Delegation were shown s^me cf the j 
reconnaisance photographs relating to the Soviet missile J 
si-es, 

Q In the two sessions, you mean? In the 
plenary session? 

A In the pler.ary session ; , yes, 

Q Reconaissance I am sorry* I didn't 
get "reccnhaisance." 

A Wert, shorn photo reccnna.since of r.he Soviet] 
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missile bases in Cuba. 

Q Were these the early ones,that you know, 

or the later ones, Henry? 

A I think it was rather a complete rundown, 

I wasi/t :here, I am sorry, I dicing ask whether-- 

Q They were never sent these photos-- 

A They were the latest ones* 

Q — At the time that they were sent to Macmillan 

and cte Gaulle, they were never sent to them? 

A That I cannot answer. 

The afternoon session. whic K lasted from 4:30 

to 5:50, concentrated primarily on ail aspects of the 

German and Berlin questions* This was a smaller session 

with the President, the Secretary of State , and Assistant 

Secretary of State Tyler on the American side, and the 

Chancellor, Foreign Minister Schroeder, and Dr. Carstens oh 

the German side, -plus a German and an American interpreter;. 

Tiiat is about all I have tc volunteer, 

Q Cun I ask if any of the correspondence 

between Khrushchev and Kennedy which was not published, 

whether any of this came up during the f^ee^ng? 

« 
A Nor to my knowledge^ Joe, | 

Q Ti-ere .,ad been speculation about it* 

A Yes* So far a? I know, this did not come up, 


Q Henry, is this background, or on the record? 

A Wo; this is on the record. 

MR. REAP* Did you give them the names of the 
Americans? 

MR. COX: Yes, 

Q Henry, pardon ray ignorance, I haven't been 
watciiing this very carefully. Wh^ch Under Secretary was 
this? 

A This was Mr. Ball. 

Q Bail. 

A Yes. Before we go any further here, I would 
also like to report that a session too' place this after- 
noon between Under Secretary Ball and Foreign Minister 
Schroeder. This session lasted approximately one hour 
anu twsnty minutes , and among the topics covered there 
were: (1) Franco-German talks in this general area of 
Franco-German rapprochement; (2) the European Economic 
Community and the ^estion of the accession to the EEC 
of the United Kingdom; K 7 j NATO matters. 

Q We can quote you by name > I mean, as a 
State Department spokesman? 

A Yes. 

We don- 1 know whether there ;,ill be anything to 
report after the dinner this evening. However, Mr* Mannin 


6 
has indicated a willingness to come down here following 
the dinner, if there should be any need for this, or desire 
for it* If not, if the consensus is that this is not 
necessary* I think it would be helpful to him perhaps if 
we informed him. 

Q iVe have solid vote against it down here. 
A Fine. I will call him ..nd tell him then. 
I am sure this wil? be almost 99% social anyway. 
Q If we had a reporter who required 
disciplinary action I would-- 

MR. REAP; I would think that if this were changec 
a* all, Henry, that Manning ought to go down to the lobby 
rather than up here. 

MR. COX: Right. 

MR. REAP: Generally the services send others 
over here who don't have the credentials to get in the 
building at that hour, 

MR. CGX: Well, I really myself don't fee* that 
there wii: be very much of anything to report aft^r this 
dinner* Normally you don r t get much from this kind f a 
socia' event* 
I Thank you very much, 

Q Aren't we voting against it? 
A Yes; I gather that you are, 
Q Yes, 
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Q Can I ask about some of the pictures? 
Among the pictures, were some of those the pictures that 
convinced our side that the missile bases have beer- 
dismantled? 

A I would assume aso. This was a fairly 
through briefing given to the Chancellor on developments 
to c.ate c 

/ The dismantling of bases? 

A Yes * 

Q Do you want to say, on background or on the 
record or any other way, whether today they discussed any 
new allied diplomatic approach on the Berlin issue? 


fj&*^Y&\ I think that the general feeling was 
that we roust take one thing at a time* The Cuban ssituati^on 
is still with us very much, and until this is resolved I 
think that we are not disposed to go on to other subjects 
There will be plenty oi\ time once this has been tidied up 
to reconsider the situation, review the situation, and 
determine then whether or nc<: further steps in the direc- 
tion of East-West talks would be called for* But certaiijly 
the talks tcda/ did not go into the question of any new 
initiatives on our pa v, t, j 

Neither reiarcinc Berlin in particular nor I 
on a wider sc- *e? » 
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A That is correct, 

Q S^nce i asked either on the record or on 
background^ I had better ask how you want this reported, 
what you just said--on the record is that ail right? 

A I would prefer it on a background basis, I 
if you don E t mind, although I don f t see any problem here 
with chis. 

Q You are the boss. 

A I would prefer that particular part on 
background. tub \^<v^.\^>v<ru^-^ 

Q Henry, when you said that there is no dis-- 
position on our part to go ahead with this other Berlin 
negotiations idea until the Cuban is resolved, were you 
referring to the American view, or a consensus between 
the two sides? 

A well, first of all, I didn't mean to pin 
this down necessarily to Berlin primarily as far as 
initiatives were concerned, but this was a consensus, 
I believe, between the Chancellor and the President, that 
we have to tend to first things first, and the Cuban situation 
is ;he f^rst order of business. 

Q Did the President go into any explanation 
of the remark he made in his toast about that this might 
posihly be a turning point in relations between East and 
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and West? 

A Not so far as I am 'aware, Joe. 

Q Is it your Impression that the Chancellor 
is more convinced now than he was that the raisiles are 
out of there? . , ';/--, 

A I would not want to draw any conclusions • 
was nci there, and I think tl at it .ould.be inappropriate 
for me to try to hazard an evaluation on the basis /Ot 
wha* information I have at hand. V/f. : - 

A Weil, do you know if the Chancellor gave ; •'.<.' 
the President a review of the German internal political v 

situation? - , . * v ^ 

A As far as I know, he/did rou . ' -'* ; 'v ;V 
Q Thank you very much, lienry. V . ■ 
(Whereupon, at 7:16 p.m. , the brief ing was 
concbded.) 
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